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My soul has longed to be beneath the shadow of your hand,

I will chant sweet hymns and compose songs,

May my meditation be pleasant unto you,

Even while I speak of your glory,
To know all of your mysteries.

My heart yearns for your love.

For my soul pants after you.

For my soul pants after you.

English Translation

Loda-as kol roz sodecho,
Naf-shi chimedo betseil yodecho,

Ashkenazic Transliteration

An-im zemiros veshirim e-erog,

Midei daberi bichevodecho,

Ki eilecho nafshi sa-arog.

Ki nafshi sa-arog eilecho.
Ye-eravno sichi olecho,
Ho-me libi el dodecho.

Ashkenazic Transliteration and English Translation

An-im Zemiros
(A Hymn of Glory in Hebrew)

by S.M.H.

Hebrew Text

cantor and congregation.  The responsive nature of this hymn is what inspired the use of
contrapuntal passages alternating with homophonic ones.  Ashkenazic pronunciation
was chosen over Sephardic for two reasons.  I wished to have the "s" sound on the

Although Anim Zemiros may be used for the Jewish Musaf Sabbath Service, it was
conceived as a concert piece.  In the synagogue, this hymn is sung responsively by the

this gave me artistic license to compose vocal lines containing correct or incorrect syllabic
is considered to be somewhat archaic since Sephardic is used in modern Hebrew.  I felt
Hebrew letter "sov" rather than the "t" sound.  In addition, Ashkenazic pronounciation
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stress for purely musical effect.  I deemed it necessary to state this at the outset, lest one
think that this composition contains errors in text-setting.

My soul has longed to be beneath the shadow of your hand,

I will chant sweet hymns and compose songs,

May my meditation be pleasant unto you,

Even while I speak of your glory,
To know all of your mysteries.

My heart yearns for your love.

For my soul pants after you.

For my soul pants after you.

English Translation
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Hebrew text adapted from the
Jewish Musaf Service for the Sabbath

(A Hymn of Glory)
for SATB Chorus (divisi) unaccompanied

Stanley M. Hoffman (b. 1959)
(BMI)
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