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TEXT 
 
Dormiva dolcemente, la mia Clori, 
e intorn'al suo bel volto 
givan scherzand’i pargolett’amori. 
Mirav’io da me tolto, 
con gran diletto lei, 
quando dir mi sentei: “Stolto, che fai? 
Tempo perduto non s’acquista mai.” 
Allor io mi chinai così pian piano 
e baciandole il viso, 
provai quanta dolcezz’ha il paradiso. 
 

She slept sweetly, my Chloris,  
and around her beautiful face   
my given baby jokingly loves.  
She removed Miravio from me,  
much to her delight, 
when I heard myself say: “Fool, what are you doing?  
Lost time is never bought.” 
en I bent down so slowly,  
And kissing her face 
I felt how much sweetness heaven has. 

Sources: Madrigali a otto voci. De diversi eccellenti et famosi autori. Con alcuni Dialoghi, et Echo, per Cantar et Sonar à due Chori.  
In Anversa Appresso Pietro Phalesio, 1597. https://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/btv1b84490711  
Dialoghi musicali de diversi eccellentissimi autori, a sette, otto, nove, dieci, undeci, & dodeci voci, novamente posti in luce.  
Con due battaglie a otto voci, per sonar de istrumenti da fiato, di Annibale Padoano, e di A. Gabrieli. in Venetia Appresso Angelo Gardano, 1590. 
https://imslp.org/wiki/Dialoghi_musicali_de_diversi_eccellentissimi_autori_(Various)  

https://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/btv1b84490711
https://imslp.org/wiki/Dialoghi_musicali_de_diversi_eccellentissimi_autori_(Various)
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Dormiva dolcemente (She slept sweetly)

for SATB/SATB Chorus unaccompanied

Words by Torquato Tasso (1544–1595)

Music by Giovanni Gabrieli (1557–1612)

Edited by Stanley M. Hoffman (b. 1959)
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Music: Public Domain.

Setting: © Copyright 2023 by Stanley M. Hoffman.  

www.stanleymhoffman.com  All rights reserved.
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Dormiva dolcemente (She slept sweetly)

(Homage to Gabrieli for SATB/SATB Chorus unaccompanied)

Words by Torquato Tasso (1544–1595) Music by Giovanni Gabrieli (1557–1612)

Reimagined by Stanley M. Hoffman (b. 1959)
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