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TEXT

The spirit is too weak; mortality
Weighs heavily on me like unwilling sleep
And each imagined pinnacle and steep
Of godlike hardship tells me I must die
Like a sick eagle looking towards the sky

—John Keats
(1795–1821)

While one will search the season over, 
to find the magic four-leaved clover, 
another with not half the trouble, 
will plant a crop to bear him double. 

Robert Underwood Johnson
(1853–1937)

Alas! for them their day is o’er,
No more, no more for them the wild deer bounds,
The plough is on their hunting grounds;
The pale man’s axe rings through their woods,
The pale man’s sail skims o’er their floods;
Beyond the mountains of the west
Their children go to die.

Charles Sprague
(1791–1875)
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*   It is preferred that all singers perform this piece senza vibrato. Skilled groups should also glissando into and out of all 

     eighth notes except for the final two. In any case, pitch must not be allowed to sag.

** Doubling cue-sized notes may be played as needed for support. Naturals are added throughout for clarity.

Arrangement: © Copyright 2021 by Stanley M. Hoffman.  www.stanleymhoffman.com  All rights reserved. 
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Like a Sick Eagle

John Keats 

(1795–1821)

Charles Ives (1874–1954)

Arranged by Stanley M. Hoffman (BMI)

for Soprano Solo, SATB Chorus (divisi) and Piano
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Comp. 1920

Arr. 2021

ca. 1:50
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Edited by Stanley M. Hoffman (b. 1959)

Luck and Work

for Solo Voice or Unison Chorus and Piano
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measures may be omitted and octaves 
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etc.
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